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A gentleman of the Court was supposed to have murdered another, who had been missing for some days. This suspicion arose from the mute testimony of the absent person's dog, a large Irish greyhound, who with uncommon rage attacked this supposed murderer wherever he met him. As he was a gentleman, and a man of very nice honour, though by the way he really had murdered the man, he could not bear lying under so dishonourable a suspicion, and therefore applied to the King for leave to justify his innocence by single combat with the said dog. The King, being a great lover of justice, granted his suit, ordered lists to be made ready, appointed the time, and named the weapons. The gentleman was to have an offensive club in his hand, the dog a defensive tub to resort to occasionally. The Irish greyhound willingly met this fair inviter at the time and place appointed; for it has always been observable of that particular breed, that they have an uncommon alacrity at single combat. They fought, the dog prevailed, and almost killed the honourable gentleman, who had then the honour to confess his guilt, and of being hanged for it in a few days.
When letters, arts, and sciences revived in Europe, the science of HOMICIDE was farther cultivated and improved If, on the one hand, it lost a little of the extent of its jurisdiction; on the other, it acquired great precision, clearness, and beauty, by the care and pains of the very best Italian and Spanish authors, who reduced it into a regular body, and delighted the world with their admirable codes, digests, pandects, and reports, della cavall&resca, in some hundreds of volumes. Almost all possible cases of HONOTJB were